
MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE 
MEETING  
HELD AT MID DEVON BOWLING 
CLUB  
ON 24TH MARCH 2025 AT 6.30 
PM 
There were 28 members noted on the attendance sheet.


1. President R Sandercock opened the meeting at 6.30 pm.


2. Four apologies: K Wheeler (Sidmouth), G Heaven (Torbay), M Sampson (Plymouth) + Lady 
from Madeira.


3. Obituaries: A Caldwell, B Poole & B Stubbings.


4. Minutes of the previous meeting: these had been circulated to all clubs and posted on the 
website.


5. There were no matters arising.


6. Secretary’s report: George Coxwell reported a quiet Indoor Season with league matches now 
being finalised. Unfortunately there had been a complete shut down of the website earlier in 
the year due to the death of David Butterworth as everything had been in his name. This had 
been resolved within three days by the opening of a new web page which should prevent a 
similar situation occurring again.


He gave his thanks to Jill & Chris Beer for the organising of a very successful bowls tour.


7. Treasurer’s report delivered by Ken Brenchley: he reported a current bank balance of £                    
, a forecast for county funds of c. £                    and a breakdown of fees and allowances, full 
details of which can be viewed on the web page.


There were no questions so Ray Sandercock took a vote on the report, to include all fees 
and allowances. This was unanimous and Ray subsequently thanked Ken for all his hard 
work in the role of Treasurer.


8. Match Secretary’s report: Chris Beer had nothing to report until all matches finalised this 
week. He would then produce a report for the AGM. There were no questions.


9. Fixture Secretary’s report: Jill Beer reported that Executive Meeting nights would now be on 
Wednesdays. All clubs had now been sent their invitations to play against the Devon 
Presidents for the coming season but there would now be one game only for the three clubs 
involved. Everything else was in order. There were no questions. Ray gave his thanks to Jill.


10. Competitions Secretary’s report: Chris Beer congratulated Exonia on winning the County 
Trophy and Top Club. All match finals were being arranged to be played on Finals Day. Full 



details to be found on the website. He gave his thanks to Gary Hitchin for the Torbay entries. 
Chris also stated he would like to introduce a mixed competition.


Chris said he would like to congratulate the four members from Plymouth for winning the 
British Isles Over 60’s Championship. Kevin Phillips asked to also include the Torquay 
players in this and good luck was wished to them all.


Chris handed out the option sheets for the County Trophy, Top Club and Charles Parrot. 
The draw would be on the web page before the AGM. Ray gave his thanks to Chris.


11. League Secretary’s report: Tony Davies said ‘well done’ to Torbay for winning the Inter Club 
League and Over 60’s. The Over 60’s semi finals would be played on Wednesday of this week, 
with the finals the following week. Terri Kennard checked that the deadline of 11 July for those 
clubs wishing to be involved in the leagues for next year would be notified to all clubs.


A question was raised by a member from South Hams as to whether they needed to travel 
to Kingsley to play their game as the outcome would make no difference to the league 
table. George Coxwell said that if South Hams wanted to change the rules, they would 
need to put a proposition together to bring to the next meeting but if they were allowed to 
give the game, this could cause chaos in future years. It was agreed that if clubs were not 
prepared to travel, they should not enter the competitions.


12. Liberty Trophy & Over 60’s Manager’s Report: Kevin Phillips reported that in the Over 60’s 
semi final against Surrey, although a tight game, once again we lost. Regarding the Liberty 
Trophy, apart from a few players, a poor performance.


13. Devon Colts Manager’s report: copy on web page. Adam Fielder stated this season had been 
one of pure frustration. Several of the older players had been playing in competitions 
organised by Riviera Bowls which had hindered the progress of the younger players. He urged 
all clubs to tell their juniors about the Devon Colts. Mousa Al-Kordi asked why the Colts had 
not been to Exonia and Adam explained that more training days were needed. Kevin Phillips 
suggested that forms be sent out to all clubs insisting they list any players under the age of 24 
as a starting point for Adam & Heidi to give them an idea of who potentially could fall into the 
age range. This suggestion was proposed by Chris Fenner and seconded by Keith Young.


There was nothing to report on the Under 18s & Under 25s.


15. County Tour Report: Jill & Chris Beer reported that the tour had gone well and that the clubs 
visited had all been extremely friendly. The finances were not yet finalised but a full report 
would be submitted to the Treasurer prior to the AGM.


Malcolm Sheen would now be taking on the organising of next year’s County Tour (6 - 9 
March) which would be centred around Gloucester, playing at Mid Gloucester on day 1, 
Malvern on day 2, Cotswold on day 3, with Taunton on the return journey on day 4. The 
maximum number of places on the tour would be limited to 52 and there were already 38 
people wishing to book. Chris Beer wished him all good luck with the arrangements.


16. Website Manager’s Report: George Coxwell reported that there was a lot of history on the 
website which needed archiving and he would attempt to do this during the Summer. He 
would be better able to report in the Autumn.


17. Appointments of Officers & Managers 2025/26:


President - Leighton Burston

Senior Vice President - Roger Williams

Junior Vice President - Malcolm Sheen

Immediate Past President - Ray Sandercock

County Secretary - George Coxwell 

County Treasurer - Ken Brenchley 

Match Secretary - Chris Beer




Fixtures Secretary - Jill Beer

Competitions Secretary - Chris Beer

League Secretary - Anthony Davies

Liberty Trophy Manager - Kevin Phillips 

Safeguarding Officer - Ian Turner

Devon Colts Managers - Adam & Heidi Fielder

Over 60s Inter County - Stuart Evans, Alan Bowden, Kevin Phillips

Under 25s Managers - Adam & Heidi Fielder 

County Tour Manager - Malcolm Sheen

Regional Co-ordinators - Chris Beer, Ian Turner, Chris Fenner, 

  Leighton Burston 


Following a query, Ken Brenchley stated that nominations were channelled through the 
Execution Committee. No other nominations had been received. Ray Sandercock asked if 
anyone wished to vote against any of the above appointments but the voting was 
unanimous. Ian Turner asked if there was a date by when names should be proposed and 
it was confirmed that this should be five weeks before the Annual Meeting. Ken Brenchley 
suggested that once nominations had been approved, members advise their respective 
clubs accordingly.


18. Proposed Fees & Allowances for 2025/26: Ken Brenchley stated these had already been voted 
on and approved.


19. Revision of Construction and Rules (? Sub Committee needed): it was acknowledged that the 
Constitution needed reviewing and updating. Ken Brenchley suggested the formation of a sub 
committee to carry this out consisting of the President, County Secretary, Treasurer plus two 
other club members. Mousa Al-Kordi & David Coombes volunteered to join the sub 
committee. A vote was taken with a unanimous result.


20. Chris Fenner life membership: Cnris Beer stated that Chris Fenner had carried out an 
outstanding role as President, turning up for 99% of games, and in his opinion this warranted 
him being awarded a life membership badge. There was unanimous agreement when the vote 
was taken and this proposal would now go forward to the Annual General Meeting.


21. Any Other Business: the question of the ladies coming under the auspices of the DCIBA was 
raised to safeguard the players should their section fold, a proposal which would need to be 
voted on and seconded. However, Terri Kennard stated that the DCLIBA were meeting the 
following day to discuss this issue and the ladies’ section could very well be resurrected. She 
requested that a decision be deferred until after the meeting and the Ladies’ AGM on 22nd 
April.


22. The next meeting would be the AGM at Torbay on Wednesday 24th September, 6 for 6.30 pm.


23. The President closed the meeting at 7.55 pm.


SA-K

26 March 2025

       



