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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE MEETING 
HELD AT MID DEVON BOWLING CLUB 
ON 5th FEBRUARY AT 6.30 PM

There were 18 members noted on the attendance sheet.

President L Burston opened the meeting at 6.30 pm.

Apologies were received from those who could not attend.

Obituaries: A minute’s silence was held in respect of L Bowden of Torbay & C Hedon of 
Kingsleigh.

Minutes of the previous meeting: these had been circulated to all clubs and posted on the 
website.

There were no matters arising from these and the minutes signed off.

G. Hitching’s email of 29.12.25 raised numerous issues and were commented on as 
follows:

The website - as yet we do not have the technology but this is being addressed and 
updated.
County Selection & Badging - this is set out in the Constitution and all clubs are 
aware of what needs to be done to get onto the badge trail.
Fees - always a tricky subject but the DCIBA requires clubs to pay affiliation and 
capitation fees, giving club members the opportunity to progress within the DCIBA. 
All surplus/deficit is carried forward. The DCIBA is a non profit organisation.
Uniform - the only ruling applies to the County playing kit. There are no rules 
covering Officers.
Devon Colts - there will be online information available showing the progress of the 
Colts.

The Executive Officers of the DCIBA should not expect verbal attacks in any form if 
members or clubs have issues with the Constitution. There is a constant stream of 
disharmony and hostility by Torquay United, including accusations and defamation 
of character on a podcast towards volunteers who only want to better the bowls 
experience in Devon.

League complaint - a query had been posted by Torquay United Bowling Club, 
reference an Over 60’s match. The Match Secretary brought this to the Executive 
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Officers. It was agreed by the special Executive meeting that rule sect 2.4 para 39.2 
comes into play and no loss of points was necessary.
This unfortunately led to a rather unsavory email sent to the County Secretary. The 
Executive Officers of the DCIBA are all volunteers and try their hardest to carry out 
association business as smoothly, fairly and without prejudice, they certainly do not 
expect personal verbal attacks on decisions they come to by certain members, 
either by letter, email or podcasts, this has to stop. If clubs or members have a 
complaint, follow the procedures laid out in the Constitution which is taken from the 
EIBA Constitution.

 
There has been a constant stream of disharmony from one club in the DCIBA, it 
must now decide through its members, whether to stay in the Association. The 
Executive to a man sincerely hopes the members of Torquay Bowling Club vote to 
stay with us. The DCIBA would like an answer by email to the County Secretary by 
5th of March 2026. If no answer is forthcoming the Executive will start to act as per 
Constitution Ch 10.

Ken Brenchley therefore read out section 10 of the Constitution - ‘Severance of 
Membership’ in relation to the suspension or termination of that club and proposed 
that a letter to that effect be sent to their Company Secretary. A vote was taken and 
all 18 members were in agreement that the letter be forwarded.

Secretary’s report: George Coxwell had been looking into how County members had fared 
in the National and International games and congratulated the players. Time had been 
spent on the Constitution and the issues arising from G Hitchin’s email.

The website had been updated on a regular basis and as much information as possible 
uploaded. George had found someone who later in the year would be taking over this role. 
His detailed report had been loaded onto the website.

Treasurer’s report: Ken Brenchley reported all was going according to plan. Capitation fees 
received totalled £                    , of which £                      has been transferred to the DCIBA 
Devon Colts’ bank account. The County has come through that part of the year when our 
balance increases due to most activity being incoming funds from membership fees, 
capitation fees, entry fees, match fees and EIBA. This has produced the balance as of this 
morning (5.2.26) of £                    . We are now entering a period of sustained expenditure 
which is estimated at approximately £                    . If continued progress in the Liberty 
Trophy and Over 60’s is achieved (possibly to the finals), then that figure will increase 
substantially. Of course when we win those competitions there will be prize monies coming 
in the County funds! If all this should happen then a projected end of year balance would 
be circa £                     which is a satisfactory position. Our specific financial details are 
never posted on the website so can I ask you all to fill in the blank spaces. This report has 
been loaded onto the website.
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Match Secretary’s report: Chris Beer handed out copies of his report which would be 
loaded onto the website. There is a problem with Isca and their match start time of 10 am 
which is too early for the Dorset and Gloucester players. Should they decide to play at 
Taunton Deane instead, this would impact on the Association. The Isca delegate said Isca 
would be taking this problem up with Exeter City Council.

Competition Secretary’s report: Chris had no comments at present regarding 
competitions. Ken Brenchley asked Mousa Al-Kordi to confirm to Kevin Phillips that the 
start time for both the Liberty and Over 60’s would still be 10 am.

Fixture Secretary’s report: Jill Beer reported that her role was just about to commence with 
preparing the programme for the next season. She asked to be informed of any issues, 
otherwise she would use the same details as previously.

League Secretary’s report: Tony Davies reported that the winners of division 1 was 
Plymouth A, with Torbay dropping down to division 2. The Over 60’s in top division, with 
four going through to the quarter finals. Division 2 games still to be played. Ken Brenchley 
queried that if clubs enter the competition, they have to agree to play all the games? Tony 
said that Isca had pulled out at the last minute due to playing Riviera competition games 
with Torquay United. This should not happen as there are four spare dates. South Hams 
had experienced heating problems and had had to cancel three games but dates had been 
rearranged.

Over 60’s Inter Counties report: in Kevin Phillips’ absence, Mousa Al-Kordi read out Kevin’s 
report. He appreciated the need to respond to Torquay United but was disappointed this 
was not delayed until the merger between BE/EIBA, when there would be major changes to 
the Indoor set up and a lot of issues could well be settled. Two good wins against Cornwall 
(138-60] & Somerset (118-108) sees Devon into Semi Final to be played on 17th February 
at Atherley IBC. It would be great to reach the Final for the first time.

Liberty Trophy report: reference selection, there is a system in place where clubs can 
nominate players they think are good enough to be considered. Kevin is always interested 
in talent at club level and will consider them for a trial. A really good win v. Somerset 
(118-99) takes us to the Quarter Final v. Hampshire on 28th February at Dorchester IBC. 
Kevin stated that when you consider that Devon had 4/5 potential skips unavailable mainly 
due to the World Championships at Potters, he hopes it is appreciated the difficult task 
Devon faced!

Safeguarding report: Ian Turner said everything was running well and he had nothing to 
report.

Devon Colts report: Heidi Fielder read out her detailed response to G Hitchin’s comments 
in his email of 29.12.25 highlighting the realities and progress of the Devon Colts. Adam 
reported the disappointing number of players in the Under 30’s competition in January and 
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proposed moving the date to earlier in the season to avoid a clash with other fixtures on 
the same day. There are now ten new players under 15 years of age who should be 
encouraged. He mentioned Logan Abercrombie, an amazing young bowler, and made the 
point that Logan and the other young players should not be over-bowled. Malcolm Sheen 
said that he found the professionalism and friendship amongst the Colts to be amazing. 
Well done to Heidi & Adam for their management. Our young players are a credit to Devon. 
Adam and Heidi appreciated all monies given for the Colts and thanked every single club. 
The Colts’ detailed report has been placed on the website.

County Tour report: Malcolm Sheen reported all was well with arrangements for the 
Gloucester Tour in March with 48 coach seats now taken up. Next year’s tour is planned 
for Cardiff. The hotel is organised and he is just waiting to hear back from the three Cardiff 
bowls clubs. Information will be placed on the website.

Proposals from Sidmouth IBC, Seconded by South Hams IBC: there was a proposal from 
Sidmouth, seconded by South Hams. Chris Beer proposed an amendment to that proposal. 
A vote was taken on the amendment with five votes in favour and six against. Therefore 
the amendment was defeated. The proposal from Sidmouth, seconded by South Hams, to 
play all County competitions and League matches from next season would play 18 ends 
only.

There was no further business.

The next meeting would be at Mid Devon, 6 for 6.30 pm on Thursday 26th March although this 
date was subject to change.

The President closed the meeting at 7.58 pm.

SA-K
6 February 2026


